IAT: Implicit Association Test

Project Instructions


You need to go the following website: https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/

Select “Demonstration” and follow the instructions to take any three of the following IATs: Arab-Muslim, Race, Skin Tone, Native, Asian.  After you click on the button, just follow the instructions. For at least one of the tests, I want you to take it 3 times and keep track of your results after each test. Each test will take you about 10 minutes to complete.

After the test is over you need to write a 4-5 page (double spaced, 1” margins, typed) response addressing the questions below.  Your paper will have two sections.  The first section will address the mechanics of the IAT.  The second section will require you to be analytical about the IAT.  The best answers will combine elements of your own opinion (in the form of criticism, agreement, etc.) with facts or research (from readings).  In your answers, be sure to refer to the information and links on the BACKGROUND tab on the IAT website (https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/demo/background/index.jsp) as well as the readings from the class.  While the instructions below are in the form of individual questions, your paper should be in essay format.

Section I

1. What does the IAT measure?

2. Why do the instructions require you to work quickly?

3. What are the strengths and limitations of the IAT design?

Section II

1. How did you feel about the tests?  Did they change the way you think about yourself or those around you?  If so, how? 
2. Drawing on our theories and readings, what do the overall results suggest about our society?

3. How does this mesh with our readings and initial conversations about racism, the 
institutionalization of race, and the social construction of race?   

Bring your papers with you to class on Thursday and be ready to SHARE your IAT experience when we discuss race next week.  You will not be asked to make your results public, but you will be expected to discuss your thoughts, feelings and conclusions.

Let me know if you have any questions.

