The Biological (Non)Basis of Race

Working in groups of two, first, go to http://www.pbs.org/race/002_SortingPeople/002_00-home.htm and click on “Begin Sorting.”  Try your hand at the face sorting exercise.  Keep track of how you did and note which ones gave you the most trouble.  Next, click on the “Exploring Traits” button to see the impact of biology and genetics on race.  

Now, navigate to http://www.pbs.org/race/004_HumanDiversity/004_00-home.htm.  Take the Quiz.  Make sure to note the correct answer for each question.  Click on the button “Explore Diversity” and examine the importance of migration patterns on perceived racial characteristics.

When you are finished, write a 300-500 word essay answering the following questions: How did you do on the Face Sorting exercise?  Was it harder or easier than you expected it to be?  How about the quiz?  You have encountered much of this information already in the film so it is not all new to you.  What do you think would surprise other people the most if they were to do this exercise?  Maybe run some of it by your friends, roommates or family.  What can we learn about our perceptions of race from this exercise? 

