Reading 5-Racialized System Approach to Racism by Bonilla-Silva

 What is a “racialized social system” (36)?  How does society become “racialized” according to Bonilla-Silva?  Bonilla-Silva argues that racism is not overt in the contemporary U.S., but rather racial inequality is due to the “continued albeit changed existence of a racial structure” (38).  What are the characteristics of the practices that reproduce inequality contemporary America?

Reading 9-Defining Race: Comparative Perspectives by Davis
What is “hypodescent?”  Why did the Black community in the U.S. support this understanding of race in the early part of the 20th century?  Of the other perspectives discussed, which do you think is the most likely way that concepts of race will evolve to in the coming years?  Why?

Reading 10-A Tour of Indian Peoples and Indian Lands by Wilkins
What are the criteria for being recognized as a Native American tribe?  How do various tribes determine who is/is not a member?  Why is this power important to tribal leaders?  What challenges do they face in the future in terms of deciding who is/is not a member?
Reading 12-Beyond Black and White: Remaking Race in America by Lee and Bean
What do you make of the claim that “Whiteness as a category ‘has survived by stretching its boundaries to include Americans…who had been deemed nonwhite’” (96)?  Do you think those boundaries will continue to stretch or will they contract?  Who will they include/leave out?  The authors claim that “the color line appears less rigid for Latinos and Asians than blacks” (99).  Why do you think that is?
