Racial and Ethnic Relations: Book Review

The guidelines for the book review are as follows:

A good book review does not simply summarize a book. Rather, it highlights key points while providing analytical commentary and evaluation of the work presented by an author. Stated differently, a good review should inform the reader of the contributions and strengths as well as the limitations and problems of a book. Your review should show that you can recognize arguments and engage in critical thinking about the issues which are the focus of our course.  Specific to this class, you should write your review with the class in mind as your audience.  That is, you should reference theories and ideas we’ve discussed in here with regards to how the book you’ve chosen supports, extends or disputes those ideas.

Begin with the correct citation at the top of the first page in the following format: 

The New Politics of Race: Globalism, Difference, Justice. By Howard Winant. Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press. 2004. 275 pages.

Then consider the following questions (at least) as you write the review:

•
What specific topic(s) or question(s) is/are addressed in the book? 

•
What is the overall purpose of the book? 

•
What is the central thesis? 

•
What is the evidence used to demonstrate and argue the thesis?

•
What are the major contributions? 

•
What are the strong points of the book? 

•
What specific problems and concepts does it engage with?

•
Are there any serious problems? 

•
What are your own informed reactions to the work?

The book review should be 6 double-spaced typewritten pages in 12-point font, with 1-inch margins on all sides. It is due in class on the day of your presentation.

You can find sample book review(s) on the class website.  These reviews will necessarily be shorter than yours, but they will provide an example of the kind of analysis a book review contains.    

Please be advised that every book on this list has been reviewed previously.  You are encouraged to read these in the course of your research, but the review you write should be your own.  Again, the review must incorporate elements of this course, which those reviews will not have done.  

Finally, you will be required to present your book to the class at the end of the term.  Your presentation should be 8-10 minutes long and cover the main elements of the text and its relevance to this particular course.

Recommended Reading

Anderson, Elijah. 1990. Streetwise. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Bonilla-Silva, Eduardo. 2003. Racism without Racists: Colorblind Racism and the Persistence of Racial Inequality in the United States. Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield.

Bowen, William and Derek Bok. 2000.  The Shape of the River: The Long-Term Consequences of Considering Race in Higher Education Admissions. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

Brodkin, Karen. 1999. How Jews Became White Folks and What That Says About Race in America. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press.

Collins, Patricia Hill. 2000. Black Feminist Thought. 2nd edition. New York: Routledge. 

Conley, Dalton. 1999. Being Black, Living in the Red: Race, Wealth, and Social Policy in America. Berkeley: University of California Press.

Denton, Nancy and Douglas Massey. 1993. American Apartheid. Harvard: Harvard University Press.

Du Bois, W.E.B. 2007. The Souls of Black Folk. New York: Oxford University Press.

Duneier, Mitchell. 1992. Slim’s Table: Race Respectability and Masculinity. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Malcomson, Scott. 2000. One Drop of Blood: The American Misadventure of Race. New York: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux.

Massey, Douglas and Nancy Denton. 1998. American Apartheid: Segregation and the Making of the Underclass. Harvard: Harvard University Press.

McAdam, Douglas. 1990. Freedom Summer. Oxford:Oxford University Press.

Myers, Kristen. 2005. Race Talk: Racism Hiding in Plain Sight. Rowan and Littlefield.

Omi, Michael and Howard Winant. 1994. Racial Formation in the US: From the 1960's to the 1990's. 2nd Edition. New York: Routledge.

Payne, Richard. 1998. Getting Beyond Race: The Changing American Culture. Basic Books.

Portes, Alejandro and Ruben G. Rumbaut. 2001. Legacies: The Story of the Immigrant Second Generation. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.

Roediger, David. 2005. Working Toward Whiteness: How America’s Immigrants Became White. New York: Basic Books. 

Shapiro, Thomas and Lisa Pen. 2005. The Hidden Cost of Being African American: How Wealth Perpetuates Inequality. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Wilson, William Julius. 1987. The Truly Disadvantaged. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Wu, Frank. 2003. Yellow: Race in America Beyond Black and White. New York: Basic Books.

Yoon, In-Jin.  1997.  On My Own: Korean Businesses and Race Relations in America.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

