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Fall 2011-Sociology of Religion-Exam II
1. We’ve talked about three primary types of religious organizations.  Explain the differences between churches, sects and cults.  Be sure to explain the relationship between churches and sects.  (15 points)
2. Thinking specifically about the church-sect cycle, what is the most common outcome for sects?  What is the most difficult status to maintain?  Can you give an example of a group that has managed to maintain this difficult position for a long period of time?  (10 points)
3. Identify the five things that religious organizations must do in order to maintain their group. (5 points)
4. What specific dilemmas do religious organizations face? (10 points)
5. Some researchers have argued that religion in the U.S. is more broad than deep.  Why might they say that? (5 points)
6. What are some of the ways that congregations negotiate tolerance for gay and lesbian members while still holding to their core beliefs? (5 points)
7. Identify and explain the four primary attributes of lower class religion.  How does social class affect the beliefs of young people? (10 points)
8. In the film, Soul Searching, the researchers described the dominant theological stance of most teenagers as Moralistic Therapeutic Deism.  Explain this concept and give an example.  (10 points)
9. What does looking at the timeline of religious development in the U.S. teach us about religion? (15 points).
10. We visited three distinctly different places of worship this semester, how does the architecture and design of each building give us an indication of their beliefs and what is important to them?  Be specific. (15 points)
Bonus Page (1 points each)

Which of the major world religions was founded in the U.S.?

Who was the founder of that religion?

Does Buddhism acknowledge a creator god?

Briefly summarize the Wiccan religion.
What might account for the appeal of Sikhism in India?

How did Quakers get their name?
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