Book Review Essay-Summer 2009-London Semester
Overview
A good book review does not simply summarize a book. Rather, it highlights key points while providing analytical commentary and evaluation of the work presented by an author. Stated differently, a good review should inform the reader of the contributions and strengths as well as the limitations and problems of a book. Your review should show that you can recognize arguments and engage in critical thinking about the issues which are the focus of our course.  Specific to this assignment, you should write your review with the class in mind as your audience.  That is, you should reference theories and ideas we’ve discussed in here with regards to how the book you’ve chosen supports, extends or disputes those ideas.  Additionally, you should be looking for examples from your experiences here in London to support your claims and answer the questions below.
Text
You will review Dick Hebdige’s Subculture: The Meaning of Style
.  This book is a classic in the field of visual sociology and culture and largely explores how subcultures in Great Britain are created and maintained through the use of signs and symbols.
Mechanics

The book review should be 6-8 double-spaced typewritten pages in 12-point font, with 1-inch margins on all sides. It is due via email on the day of our final exam in London.
Begin with the correct citation at the top of the first page in the following format: 


The New Politics of Race: Globalism, Difference, Justice. By Howard Winant. Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press. 2004. 275 pages.

Then consider the following questions (at least) as you write the review:

•
What specific topic(s) or question(s) is/are addressed in the book? 

•
What is the overall purpose of the book? 

•
What is the central thesis? 

•
What is the evidence used to demonstrate and argue the thesis?

•
What are the major contributions? 

•
What are the strong points of the book? 

•
What specific problems and concepts does it engage with?

•
Are there any serious problems? 

•
What are your own informed reactions to the work?
Specifically related to your time in London:

•
Did you see evidence during your time in London which would support Hebdige’s thesis?
•
What kinds of subcultures were you able to identify during your time in London?  How did you 
identify them?  

•
Do you think subcultures are different in London as opposed to the U.S.?  If so, why?  If 
not, 
explain how you think they’re similar.

Please be advised that this book has been reviewed previously.  You are encouraged to read these in the course of your research, but the review you write should be your own.  
� Hebdige, Dick. 1979[2004]. Subculture: The Meaning of Style. London: Routledge.








