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“The fascination of sociology lies in the fact that its perspective makes us see in a new light the very world in which we have lived all our lives…The sociologist does not look at phenomena that nobody else is aware of.  But he looks at the same phenomena in a different way.”-Peter Berger 
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Course Information:

This course will take a comparative institutional approach to understanding British culture and society.  That is, we will be comparing social institutions in Britain (e.g., government, families, media, sports, etc.) with our knowledge and understanding of those institutions in the U.S.  Consistent with the quote from Berger above, we will use our heightened perception as strangers in a new land to understand those social phenomena which are normally difficult to uncover due to their “everyday” nature.  Our modes of investigation will include first hand experience, class reading and discussion, expert lectures and field trips.  
Class will be a time for discussion, lecture and activity.  Your participation will be expected.  Sociology is unique because of its ability to integrate information from many different sources.  It will be crucial that you become one of those sources during this semester.  In other words, you will be expected to synthesize information from your background and experiences with the readings.  In this course you will gain both a sociological framework with which to think about the world and the ability to communicate those thoughts.  
Outside of the traditional classroom, you will explore Britain’s social institutions visually.  We will be employing visual methodology to collect data about the social phenomena we are interested in.  In a nutshell, visual sociology involves the collecting and interpreting of images as data.  For our purposes, we will be using student-generated photographs as a primary source of data.  During the beginning of this course you will be instructed in how to take photographs that can be readily used as data, and the images you take during the course will serve as your points of analysis for your final paper.  This will be an exciting opportunity to collect first hand, original data and explore an area of sociological interest to you.
Class Attendance:

You are both teacher and student in this class.  Thus, your attendance is imperative.  Without being in class, you will not learn much, and you will not be able to teach us what you know.  One letter grade will be deducted for each class session missed.  For example, if your grade in the class is an 88 and you missed a morning class session, your final grade will be a 78.  Class attendance involves more than physical presence.  You are expected to contribute to our discussions and give your fellow classmates, myself and any guests your fullest attention.
Methods of Evaluation:

Journal-25%

Class Participation-20%
Final Paper-35%
Exam-20%
Late work is not accepted
A Note about Assignments:

Your journal will be turned in weekly on Friday.  It should contain four (4) entries for the previous week.  These journals are a place to extend class discussions, activities and concepts and integrate them more fully with your own experience.  In other words, there is a difference between this journal and a normal travel diary.  While this journal may be personal, it must address the academic content you are consuming.  This journal will be a good place to begin exploring possible ideas to develop further in your research papers.  For example, I fully expect that some students will use passages from these journals in their research papers.  
Your exam will be on the last day of class, and will be an essay exam.  Everything covered in and out of the classroom may potentially be used in answering your questions.  
Your research paper instructions will be provided to you on the first day of class.
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