British Culture and Society 2009
Research Paper: Comparing Subcultures

Background
Most of our time in England will be spent exploring aspects of dominant culture.  We will tour official institutions of media (BBC), sport (Wimbledon), and religion (Canterbury Cathedral) to name a few.  However, as most of you are probably aware, these institutions are not the only producers of culture.  In addition to mainstream or dominant producers and consumers of culture, all societies are composed of various subcultures.  It is these subcultures that you will explore in your written assignment.

You will produce a paper comparing a particular subculture in England with a subculture in the U.S.  Your examination will proceed visually using your own photographs as data to explore these subcultures.  You will be expected to incorporate images that you produce into your final paper as both illustrations of and supporting evidence for your assertions and conclusions.  
As all cultures, including subcultures, are made up of norms, values and beliefs, you will want to explore these concepts visually.  For example, you might want to explore the various clothing used by a subculture as a way of expressing the group’s values and norms.  Additionally, all subcultures have gender, race, and class norms that you might find useful as comparison points.  
Your final paper is to be comparative in nature.  Although the bulk of the paper will consist of images and analysis of the foreign, British culture, you will also need to pick a comparison group from the U.S. that is relatively similar in some way (substantive interest, life-stage, etc.).  For example, if you examine tourists in the UK then you will want to compare them to tourists in the U.S.  However, the comparison does not have to be a direct 1 to 1 relationship.  You might choose to employees in the financial sector as your British subculture and compare them with office workers in the U.S.  Your U.S. comparisons will be greatly strengthened by supporting photographs, but these are not necessary for a passing grade.  

Finally, it will benefit your analysis tremendously to supplement your own fieldwork with interviews and outside research.  That is, you should feel free to talk to people and ask them about their activities and lifestyle.  Additionally, you will probably find it useful to do some reading about the group in general and how they are perceived/portrayed by dominant culture.  Magazines and newspapers-in print or online-are good sources for this information (blogs, however, are not).

Paper Logistics:

The result of your examination will be an 1800-2200 word paper (typed, double spaced, 1” margins, 12 point font).  You can simply use the word count at the bottom of Microsoft Word as your guide.  The organization of the paper is entirely up to you, but I strongly recommend that you have some kind of organization.  Subheadings are encouraged.  In other words, I want there to be some kind of internal logic to the paper you write.  I do not want to read papers that proceed from one topic to the next because that was the next thing that popped into your mind.  
The final paper is due on September 15th to me via email as a PDF or Word document.  I encourage you to not wait until the last minute as you may have some difficulty with file size if you have not reduced the file size of your images.  I DO NOT take late work.  
