Syllabus

Soc. 4733-Sociology of Public Health
Fall 2009
Tuesday/Thursday 11:00-12:20 AM
PY 209
Professor: Dr. Josh Packard





  

Email: Josh.Packard@MWSU.Edu

AIM: Dr Josh Packard

Phone: (940) 397-4592
Website: www.joshpackard.com
Course Information:

Public Health is a relatively comprehensive term encompassing part or all of such varied phenomena as epidemiology, disease prevention, infectious diseases, environmental hazards, substance abuse, animal control, happiness and well-being, terrorism and disaster response, and delivery and care of basic medical services to name just a few. As a result, it is an issue which draws interest from people with backgrounds in social justice and community organizing, health care, public administration, and psychology, again, to name just a few. 
In this course we will be focusing exclusively on the social and environmental correlates of public health. In other words, this course will examine the impact and intersection of health and traditional sociological variables such as race, ethnicity, geography, gender, stratification, etc. Thus, while we will cover the basics that any course in public health would cover (including the topics listed above), we will do so in a distinctly sociological way, attempting to uncover the role that social characteristics play in determining public health status. Additionally, this class will have a distinctly local flavor. We will be working closely with the Wichita Falls Health Department to learn how our local context impacts our public health indicators. 

Course requirements:

· Required Texts

Schneider, Mary-Jane. 2006. Introduction to Public Health. 2nd ed. Boston: Jones and Bartlett Publishers.
· Attendance

You are both teacher and student in this class.  Thus, your attendance is imperative.  Without being in class, you will not learn much, and you will not be able to teach us what you know.  So, you may have two (2) unexcused absences.  If, however, you miss more than two (2), your grade will be lowered one letter for each additional unexcused absence.  For example, if your grade in the class is an 88 with three (3) unexcused absences, your final grade will be a 78.  Excused absences do not count toward this total.  

Methods of Evaluation:

Journals-30%

Exams-2 @ 15% each
Health Care Proposal-15%
Topic Presentations-15%

Class Participation-10%
Assignment and due dates are provided below.  

Late work is not accepted
A Note about Assignments:

Journals: You need to sign up for the weekly World Health News by Harvard University at http://www.worldhealthnews.harvard.edu/#subscribe.  You are to keep a weekly journal which responds directly to one story in the email.  The goal here is NOT to summarize the article, but rather to respond to the article in some way.  Does the article make a good point that you’d like to expand or add to using information from the class?  Does the article describe a policy that you disagree with and would like to refute?  Does the article make you think about something in a different way?  
Journal entries should be typed, two pages long (double spaced, standard margins and font sizes), and be clearly demarcated with dates for each entry and page numbers.  Also, include the article author, title, and source and date of publication at the beginning of each entry.  Journals will be graded on relevance, critical thinking, and connections and analysis to what is covered in class.  You will be asked to turn in your journals two times during the semester.  Your average of the two checks will account for final grade.

Exams: There will be two exams in this class.  They will be a mixture of multiple choice, short answer and essay.

Health Care Proposal: Your group project for this class involves developing your own health care proposal.  More details will be given as we get closer to the due date.  You will have some class time to work on this, but you will also need to do some work out of class.

Topic Presentation: Each of you will select a topic of interest relevant to public health.  I will provide a list for you to choose from, and you will be paired with an employee in the Wichita Falls Health Department.  Your project will involve researching both the national and local context of your issue.  You will be responsible for both a 4-5 page paper and a 10 minute class presentation.  Your task will be to both describe local and national efforts as well as to determine what things particular to Wichita Falls make the issue a little different here.  More details will be provided.
Class Participation:  I evaluate class participation in two ways.  50% of your grade will be determined by NOT being a distraction.  In other words, as long as you show up on time, don’t text, stay awake, etc., you’ll earn half of your grade in this area.  The other 50% is determined by the positive contributions you make to the class in terms of your participation, questions and comments during discussion.  
Class Policies:

Office Hours and Email Policy: I will hold office hours on the following days and times throughout the semester: M/W: 9:00 AM-11:00 AM; T/TH: 9:30-11 AM, 12:30-1:30 PM.  If you cannot make one of these times, please get in touch with me and we’ll work something out.  
My preferred method of electronic communication with students is via IM.  I’ll be available throughout the day.  My AIM screen-name is “Dr Josh Packard” (please note the lack of a “period” after Dr due to AOL’s bizarre screen-name policies).  If you have a question that needs a quick response, this will probably work best.  That being said, I respond to email every morning and (usually) every afternoon.
Classroom Behavior: It should go without saying that you will need to come to class having read the assignments AND be prepared to discuss them.  If you find that you are having difficulty talking in class or understanding the readings, please do come and see me so we can work on this together.  Of course, there should be no electronic communication during class (text, IM, email, twitter, etc.).

Please turn your phone OFF when you come into class.
Honor Code: Cheating will not be tolerated under any circumstances and will result in immediate disciplinary action.  “As an MSU Student, I pledge not to lie, cheat, steal, or help anyone else to do so” (Midwestern State University Student Honor Creed).

Plagiarism: Don’t do it.  If you have concerns about how to cite a source and give proper credit, please see me or a librarian. 

By enrolling in this course, the student expressly grants MSU a 'limited right' in all intellectual property created by the student for the purpose of this course.  The 'limited right' shall include but shall not be limited to the right to reproduce the student's work product in order to verify originality and authenticity, and educational purposes.

Accommodation of Disabilities: Individuals requiring special accommodations according to the Americans with Disabilities Act please present the instructor with a special Accommodation Request Form from the Office of Disability Support Services.

Course Schedule
Introduction to Public Health
Tuesday, August 25th: What is Public Health?
Thursday, August 27th: What is Public Health?|Ch. 1
Tuesday, September 1st: Epidemiology and Health Statistics (briefly)| Ch. 4 (49-68); Ch. 6 (85-98); Ch. 7 (99-120)|TOPICS ASSIGNED
Thursday, September 3rd: Tour Wichita Falls Health Department (tentative)
Social and Behavioral Factors

Tuesday, September 8th: Do People Choose Their Own Health?|Ch. 13
Thursday, September 10th: Do People Choose Their Own Health?|Ch. 13 cont.
Tuesday, September 15th: Individual Health Theory|TBA
Thursday, September 17th: Individual Health Theory|TBA
Tuesday, September 22nd: Social and Cultural Theories of Health|Ch. 14
Thursday, September 24th: Social and Cultural Theories of Health|Ch. 14 and TBA
Tuesday, September 29th: Social and Cultural Theories of Health |Ch. 14 and TBA
Thursday, October 1st: Social and Cultural Theories of Health|Ch. 14 and TBA
Tuesday, October 6th: Exam I|JOURNALS DUE
Public Health and Medical Care

Thursday, October 8th: Medical Care as Public Health Issue|Ch. 25 and 26|HEALTH CARE 
PROPOSAL ASSIGNMENT
Tuesday, October 13th: Medical Care Reform in the U.S.|Ch. 25 and 26
Thursday, October 15th: Medical Care Reform in the U.S.-In Class Work Day
Tuesday, October 20th: Medical Care Reform in the U.S.|HEALTH CARE PLAN PRESENTATIONS
Public Health and the Environment

Thursday, October 22nd: Environmental Health|Ch. 19
Tuesday, October 27th: Environmental Health|Ch. 19
Public Health Interventions
Thursday, October 29th:  Public Health from an Ecological Perspective|TBA
Tuesday, November 3rd:  Communities as Sites for Intervention|TBA
Thursday, November 5th:  Local Public Health Campaigns|Guest Speaker (tentative)
Tuesday, November 10th:  Intervention and Assessment Research|TBA
Public Health as a Social Justice Issue
Thursday, November 12th: Social Justice and Public Health|Beauchamp “Public Health as Social 
Justice” (handout)
Tuesday, November 17th:  Global Health Issues| Ch. 24
Thursday, November 19th:  Global Health Issues| TBA
The Future of Public Health

Tuesday, November 24th: Challenges and Issues in the 21st Century|Ch. 29 and 30
Thursday, November 26th: No Class-Thanksgiving Break
Tuesday, December 1st: Challenges and Issues in the 21st Century |Ch. 29 and 30|FULL JOURNAL DUE
Thursday, December 3rd: Wrap-Up and Review
Tuesday, December 8th11:00-1:30: Second Exam
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