Public Health 
Evaluation Quest
One of the many problems facing practitioners is in deciding which programs to implement.  Often, the evaluations for particular interventions are hard to find, full of jargon, and/or located in multiple places.  Fortunately, there are some places that compile this information into a meta-analysis.  Two of the most prominent databases for finding quality information about the effectiveness of public health interventions are the Guide to Community Preventative Services (www.thecommunityguide.org) run by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the National Registry of Evidence-based Programs and Practices (NREPP) (www.nrepp.samhsa.gov) run by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration.

Your task is twofold.  First, go to the websites for the two organizations above and select two interventions from each.  Write a one paragraph description of the intervention, what the recommendation is, and what the rationale was for making that recommendation.  Try to get a range of programs and recommendations.  Note that at the NREPP site, you’ll want to focus on the ratings for the Quality of Research (as opposed to the dissemination ratings) and a score of 3.0 or lower is generally not good.  

Second, visit the Frontline report about D.A.R.E. (www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/dope/dare/).  In one or two paragraphs, answer the following questions: What conclusions can we draw about this program’s effectiveness?  How do you think this program has managed to persist?
