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Course Information

Learning sociological research methods at a liberal arts university means that we will focus the bulk of our time in this course on how to think like a sociologist.  We will begin to exercise the sociological imagination that you have been developing in your other courses in a very real and applied way.  Thus, the texts for this course do not focus on the nuts and bolts of sociological research.  We will learn much of that in class.  Instead, the readings are intended to sharpen your analytical skills and round out your burgeoning ability to synthesize information and understand daily events through a sociological lens.  The course objectives have been structured to reflect these dual purposes.
Course Objectives
: 
This course is a key component in the sociology curriculum, thus meeting the course objectives is central to completing the major program and understanding Sociology as a discipline.
1. To define what is meant by the “scientific method” and to critically evaluate its strengths and weaknesses as a means of obtaining knowledge about human beings and their patterns of interaction.

2. To present the essential interrelationship between the development of social theory and the methodologies of data collection.

3. To critically assess the strengths and weaknesses of various methods of data collection utilized most frequently in the social sciences.

4. To develop an awareness of the political and ethical issues involved in social research.

Primary assessment of progress toward the above four course objectives will be by individual assignments.
Course Objectives cont.
5. To enable the student to move from a general question to the formulation of a tight, well-constructed and researchable problem.

6. To enable the student to collect original social science data by means of an appropriate research methodology.

7. To enable the student to utilize appropriate techniques (including computer technology) to summarize and perform basic analysis of social science data.

8. To enable the student to effectively communicate research findings, both orally and in written form.

9. To enable the student to critically evaluate reported findings in terms of the research methods employed in the studies.

Primary assessment of progress toward the above five course objectives will be by evaluation of a course-long research project.

Course requirements:

· Required Texts


Abbott, Andrew. 2004. Methods of Discovery: Heuristics for the Social Sciences. 
New York, NY: WW Norton

Becker, Howard. 1998. Tricks of the Trade: How to Think About Your Research 
While You’re Doing It. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press.
· Attendance

This class meets twice a week.  Several times throughout the semester you will meet in your research teams rather than meeting as a whole class.  Thus, our class meetings are vital to your learning experience.  You MUST attend scheduled classes.  Your final grade will be lowered if you have excessive (more than 2) absences.  
Methods of Evaluation:

Annotated Bibliography-10%
Survey/Fieldnote Exercise-10%
Exam of Key Terms and Concepts-10%
Research Proposal-10%
Becker Presentation-10%

Final Paper-25%

Revision-10%
Presentation-15
Assignment and due dates are provided below.  

Late work is not accepted
A Note About Assignments:

The class will center around a research project conceived and produced in pairs.  You and your partner will work together on all aspects of a research project and will receive ONE grade between the two of you.  The point of this project is to have you work through a research project from conception to presentation.  The assignments you complete after turning in your final paper will depend upon the quality of your paper.  We will discuss this in class.  
Other assignments will be given early on in the semester and are designed to ensure that you are well prepared to carry out your research project.  Due dates are given below and details will be given in class.  Note that I do NOT accept late work.
Class Policies:

Office Hours and Email Policy: I will hold office hours on the following days and times throughout the semester: Monday: 11-1230; Tuesday: 11-130; Wednesday: 9-10 and 11-1; Thursday: 11-1; Friday: 9-10.  If you cannot make one of these times, please get in touch with me and we’ll work something out.  

My preferred method of electronic communication with students is via IM.  I’ll be available throughout the day.  My AIM screen-name is “DrJoshPackard”.  If you have a question that needs a quick response, this will probably work best.  That being said, I respond to email every morning and (usually) every afternoon.

Classroom Behavior: It should go without saying that you will need to come to class having read the assignments AND be prepared to discuss them.  If you find that you are having difficulty talking in class or understanding the readings, please do come and see me so we can work on this together.  Of course, there should be no electronic communication during class (text, IM, email, twitter, etc.).

Please turn your phone OFF when you come into class.

Honor Code: Cheating will not be tolerated under any circumstances and will result in immediate disciplinary action.  “As an MSU Student, I pledge not to lie, cheat, steal, or help anyone else to do so” (Midwestern State University Student Honor Creed).

Plagiarism: Don’t do it.  If you have concerns about how to cite a source and give proper credit, please see me or a librarian. 

By enrolling in this course, the student expressly grants MSU a 'limited right' in all intellectual property created by the student for the purpose of this course.  The 'limited right' shall include but shall not be limited to the right to reproduce the student's work product in order to verify originality and authenticity, and educational purposes.

Accommodation of Disabilities: Individuals requiring special accommodations according to the Americans with Disabilities Act please present the instructor with a special Accommodation Request Form from the Office of Disability Support Services.
ASSIGNMENT FLOW CHART

Course Schedule
PREPARING TO RESEARCH
Week 1 WHY RESEARCH:  January 17
Meet in Class
Do: Watch Sidewalk; Decide on Topic

Homework: Form Research Teams

Week 2 WHY RESEARCH:  January 24
Meet in Class

Read: Abbott Ch. 1 and 3

Do: Library demo; Method ppt; Partner Contracts due

Homework: Annotated Bibliography and Fieldnote Assignment
Week 3 PREPARING TO RESEARCH: January 31

Meet in Class

Read: Abbott Ch. 4 and 5

Do: Walking Exercise
Homework: Fieldnote Assignment

Week 4 PREPARING TO RESEARCH: February 7
Meet in Class

Read: Abbott Ch. 6

Do: Survey and Fieldnote Exercise Due

Homework: Proposal Assigned

Week 5 PREPARING TO  RESEARCH: February 14
Meet in Class

Read: Becker Chapter 1
Do: EXAM; Discuss Annotated Bibliography (Due on Monday before class)

Homework: Work on Proposal; Becker Presentation
DOING RESEARCH
Week 6 RESEARCH: February 21
Read:Becker Chapter
Do: Proposal Due

Homework: Research Project
Week 7 RESEARCH: March 28
Read: Becker Chapter

Do:

Homework: Research Project
Week 8 RESEARCH: March 6
Read: Becker Chapter

Do:

Homework Research Project
SPRING BREAK MARCH 13
Week 9 RESEARCH: March 20
Read: Becker Chapter

Do:

Homework: Paper Outlines
Week 10 RESEARCH: March 27
Read: Becker Chapter

Do: One sentence thesis outlines of research due

Homework: Write Paper
SHARING RESEARCH

Week 11 RESEARCH: April 3
Read: Abbott Ch. 7
Do: One section of paper must be finished in rough draft to share.  Present Becker Chapters
Homework: Write Paper
Week 12 SHARING RESEARCH: April 10
Read: 

Do: Final Papers Due

Homework: Comment on Papers
Week 13 SHARING RESEARCH: April 17
Read:

Do: Receive Revisions
Homework: Work on Revisions
Week 14 SHARING RESEARCH: April 24
Read:

Do: Revisions due with memos
Homework: Work on Presentations
Week 15 PRESENTATIONS: May 1
Presentations in class 

Read:

Do: Presentations of final papers
Homework: none
Final 
Wrap-up and Evaluations
Read: TBD
Do:Stream III proposal revision due
Proposal Revision





Rejection





Acceptance Proposal





Paper Presentation





Paper Re-Write





Exam





Stream III         Rejection            





Stream II               Revise and Resubmit





Stream I       Acceptance





Research Paper





Research Outline





Form Research Teams





Survey/Fieldnote Project





Annotated Bibliography





Research Proposal





Survey/Fieldnote Project





Annotated Bibliography








� Objectives adapted from Dr. George Lewis, University of the Pacific
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